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FormerCuomoaide accuses himof sexual harassment
by Karen MaTTHeWS
The Associated Press

NEW YORK— A former
aide to New York Gov. An-
drew Cuomo who is now
running for Manhattan bor-
ough president accused him
of sexual harassment in a se-
ries of tweets Sunday, saying
hemade inappropriate com-
ments about her appearance.
Lindsey Boylan tweeted
that the Democratic gover-
nor “sexually harassed me
for years. Many saw it, and
watched.”
“I could never anticipate

what to expect: would I be
grilled on my work (which
was very good) or harassed
about my looks. Or would it
be both in the same conver-
sation? This was the way for
years,” she continued.
Asked for comment, Cuo-
mo’s press secretary Caitlin
Girouard said, “There is sim-
ply no truth to these claims.”
Boylan, 36, worked for
the Cuomo administration
from March 2015 to Octo-
ber 2018, serving first as
executive vice president of
Empire State Development
and then as a special advis-

er to Cuomo for economic
development.
She did not provide details
of the alleged harassment
and didn’t immediately re-
spond tomessages fromThe
Associated Press. Boylan
later tweeted, “To be clear:
I have no interest in talking
to journalists. I am about
validating the experience of
countless women and mak-
ing sure abuse stops.”
Boylan’s sexual harass-
ment allegation against
Cuomo comes after The
Associated Press and others
reported that the 63-year-old

governor is under consider-
ation for the job of attorney
general in the administration
of President-elect Joe Biden.
Earlier thismonth, Boylan
had also tweeted about her
work experience in theCuo-
mo administration, listing it
as theworst job she ever had.
“I tried to quit three times
before it stuck. I’ve worked
hard my whole life. Hustled
— fake it till you make it
style,” she wrote. “That en-
vironment is beyond toxic.
I’m still unwrapping it years
later in therapy!”
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COVID-19vaccineshipmentsbegin
by MarTHa IrVIne
and Morry GaSH
The Associated Press

PORTAGE, Michigan
— The first of many freez-
er-packed COVID-19 vac-
cine vials made their way to
distribution sites across the
United States on Sunday, as
the nation’s pandemic deaths
approached the horrifying
newmilestone of 300,000.

The rollout of the Pfiz-
er vaccine, the first to be
approved by the Food and
Drug Administration, ush-
ers in the biggest vaccination
effort in U.S. history — one
that health officials hope
the American public will
embrace, even as some have
voiced initial skepticism or
worry. Shots are expected
to be given to health care
workers and nursing home

residents beginningMonday.
Quick transport is key for
the vaccine, especially since
this one must be stored at
extremely low temperatures
— about 94 degrees below
zero. Early Sunday, workers
at Pfizer — dressed in fluo-
rescent yellow clothing, hard
hats and gloves — wasted
no time as they packed vials
into boxes. They scanned the
packages and then placed

them into freezer caseswith
dry ice. The vaccines were
then taken from Pfizer’s
Portage,Michigan, facility to
Gerald R. Ford Internation-
al Airport in Grand Rapids,
where the first cargo plane
took off amid what airport
officials called a “jubilant”
mood.
“This is a historic day,”
said Richard W. Smith, who
oversees operations in the

Americas for FedEx Express,
which is delivering 630-some
packages of vaccine to distri-
bution sites across the coun-
try. United Parcel Service
also is transporting a share
of the vaccine.
Helpingwith the transport
of the vaccine has special
meaning to Bruce Smith, a
FedEx package handler at
the Grand Rapids airport,
whose older sister, Queen,

died after she contracted
the coronavirus in May. She
was hospitalized in Georgia
one day after he saw her on
a video chat, and they never
spoke again.
“I think she would be ec-
static to know that some-
thing that has ravaged our
family— that a familymem-
ber is going to be part of such

Amsterdam
schools go
virtual until
after holiday
break
by ZacHary MaTSon
Staff Writer

Greater Amsterdam School District students
won’t return to school for in-person learning un-
til Jan. 4 at the earliest after district officials on
Sunday announced they were shifting students
to online learning until after the holiday break.
Officials cited risingCOVID-19 cases inAmster-

dam and acrossMontgomeryCounty and said the
decisionwasmade jointlywith theMontgomery
County health department.
AmsterdamSuperintendent RichardRuberti in
an interview Sunday said more than 50 district
staffmemberswere in quarantine as of thisweek-
end, complicating the district’s ability to operate
schools for in-person instruction.
District and county officials met Sunday and
made the decision together, according to an an-
nouncement the district posted Sunday to itsweb-
site. The announcement saidMontgomeryCounty
has recorded 70 newCOVID-19 cases since Friday,
and the county’s seven-day rolling average of pos-
itive tests was at 8 percent and growing.
District officials highlighted that schools have
not been identified as contributing to the virus’
spread but that broader cases in the community
were causing staffing challenges.
“The reality is we are not spreading cases in
the schools,” Ruberti said. “It’s a matter of the
number of quarantines we’ve had.”
Ruberti said the decision to extend the all-virtu-

al learning through the holiday break also enables
families to plan without responding to day-to-
day changes, as they have had to throughout the
school year.
“We are trying to keep the schools open, but it’s

hard for families to planwhenwe go day-by-day,”

by JoHn croPLey
Business Editor

The downtown software development
company that beganwith three employees
in 2012 — actually two owners and one
employee—saw itsworkforce reach triple
digits last week.
The growth of the Jahnel Group in eight
years has been a steady line, not a jagged
series of spikes, and the two brotherswho
founded the company credit its internal
culture for this.

Software engineer Peter Hodges hap-
pens to be the new hire that tipped JG
from 99 to 100 employees, but he’s just
one of 30 people to come aboard so far
this year, a remarkable record amid a cri-
sis that’s knocked the economy andmany
companies for a loop.
Darrin and Jason Jahnel said the reason
their company didn’t losemuch business
this year is that it was not working with
the industries that have suffered, such as
hospitality, travel and retail.

The reason it gained business is that it
has proved itself to clients, so they keep
hiring it for new projects, forwhichmore
people are needed.
“We don’t need to add 20 clients to add

30 newpeople, we need to add seven new
clients, becausewe’re growing in the foot-
print,” Darrin said.
The company has received assistance

from the county and state inmanaging its

caPITaL reGIon
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Gov. AndrewCuomo speaks during a news conference at
the National Press Club inWashington, D.C., onMay 27.

Rapid
rise
for
Jahnel
Group
Workforce hits 100;
software firm started
with 3 in 2012
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JOHN CROPLEY/BUSINESS EDITOR

From left, Darrin Jahnel and Jason Jahnel, chief executive officer and chief operating officer, respectively, of the
Jahnel Group, pose in the software firm’s Schenectady offices on Dec. 7.
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DriveThru pick-up on Christmas Eve 9am-5pm
all food is fully cooked and ready for re-heat at
pick-up, written re-heat directions provided.

Have a
STRESS FREE
Christmas this

year!
Meal Packages
Feast of the Seven Fishes
31.95 single 119.95 serves 4 159.95 serves 6
Porchetta (stuffed Roast) Dinner
28.95 serves 2 44.95 serves 4 75.95 serves 6
Christmas Ham
28.95 serves 2 44.95 serves 4 75.95 serves 6
Italian Herb Chicken
28.95 serves 2 44.95 serves 4 75.95 serves 6

A la Carte Trays
Lasagna Bolognese
49.95 half tray 85.95 full tray
Ziti & Meatballs
43.95 half tray 85.95 full tray
Eggplant Parmesan
48.95 half tray 89.95 full tray
Vegetarian Lasagna
44.95 half tray 79.95 full tray
Sausage & peppers
58.95 half tray 114.95 full tray
Meatballs in Marinara Sauce
55.95 half tray 90.95 full tray

Baked
4 Cheese Ziti
35.95 half tray
65.95 full tray

Christmas Menu

Area native capturing
COVID across theUSA

Mangets 7-plus
years for role in
gunstoreheist
by STeVen cooK
Staff Writer

ARochestermanwho ad-
mitted to helping in the af-
termath of the October 2017
gun heist at a Glenville store
was sentenced this pastweek
to more than seven years in
federal prison.
Juan Saez, 38, received a
total of seven years, three
months after he admitted
to receiving, possessing and
storing firearms taken from
Target Sports, Inc., in Glen-
ville on Oct. 22, 2017.
He pleaded guilty in May
2018 and was sentenced Fri-
day.
Saez admitted that he
traveled from Rochester to
Amsterdam to meet with
Christian Roman and Jose
Fontanez, the two prime ac-
tors in the heist. Roman and
Fontanez were then on the
run from law enforcement
and hiding out with anoth-
er man, Omar DeJesus, af-
ter they stole more than 60
firearms fromTarget Sports,
officials said.
Saez agreed to help and

then did help the two travel
to Rochester alongwithmost

of the stolen firearms, prose-
cutors said. After arriving in
Rochester, Saez then helped
Roman and Fontanez avoid
police and also to hide or sell
the stolen firearms, officials
said.
Saez was also sentenced
having been previously con-
victed of a felony for a drug
offense, prosecutors noted.
Fontanez, Roman, DeJesus
and others were previously
sentenced for their roles.
Fontanez, 38, of Schenect-
ady, pleaded guilty in 2018
to stealing the firearms and
received more than 11 years
in prison. Roman pleaded
guilty to similar charges and
receivedmore than 12 years.
DeJesus, 32, andOnicMar-

tinez, 34, both ofAmsterdam,
pleaded guilty to charges
related to their roles and re-
ceived 10 years each.
Another person, Dalmary
Morales, 24, of Schenectady,
received just under five years
for her role.
The case was investigated

by theATF, state police,Glen-
ville Police Department and
prosecuted by assistant U.S.
AttorneyWayne A.Myers.

ScHenecTady
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by STan HUdy
Staff Writer

Saratoga Springs native
Jon Dragonette has tak-
en a different view of the
COVID-19 pandemic over
the past nine months and it
is all in black and white.
The 41-year-old profes-
sional photographer trav-
eled from coast to coast

completing his upcoming
photo essay “The Corner of
COVID&Main Street,” with
a final stop in his hometown
of Saratoga Springs.
“I kind of really got the
idea for this project, which
was to document people
that were living during
this,” Dragonette said while
talking on the phone from

his 1974 Buick while in line
at the Malta Medical Cen-
ter on Thursday, awaiting a
drive-thru COVID-19 test.
“The idea that it’s a really
simple concept to look at
the virus and see we’re all
brothers and sisters, we’re
all human beings, we’re all
dealing with this no matter

It reaches ‘every walk of life,’ says photographer

Newmerchants joinUpperUnionStreet

by JoHn croPLey
Business Editor

The Upper Union Street
shopping district has been
adding new merchants in a
period of great challenge for
storefront retailers.
A grand opening Thurs-
day marked the arrival of
the newest, a home furnish-
ings storewith an embedded
coffee bar, but since May, a
fish fry, hairdresser and
smoothie/shake shop also
have opened their doors.
A sushi restaurant has
moved within the district
and opened in new quarters
last month, while a Kore-
an-Cajun restaurant is near-
ing completion.
There is always some
churn and some closures in
the compact shopping strip,

but it remains one of the bus-
ier storefront retail districts
in the region, and one of the
more diverse, with every-
thing from hemp extracts
(UpstateCBD) to overstuffed
sandwiches (Gershon’sDeli),

fromengagement rings (Son-
dra’s Fine Jewelry) to wed-
ding gowns (Ferri Formals
and Bridals).
“You go up the street and

there are some vacancies but
they really don’t last long,”
said Chris DiCocco, a local
accountant and board chair
of the Upper Union Street
Business Improvement Dis-
trict.
Vacant storefronts con-
tinue to draw interest from
potentialmerchants, he said,
and the district continues to
draw interest from shoppers.
“It’s a distinctive part of
the community and we’re
proud of it,” DiCocco said,
adding that the familiar small
businesses can be awelcome
presence amid a crisis that

by ZacHary MaTSon
Staff Writer

Yates Elementary School first-grade
teacher Erin Backaus prepared for
what she knewwould be a school year
unlike any in her 16 years as an educa-
tor. Kaitlyn Strangis, a student teacher
joining Backaus this year as part of a
two-year placement, prepared for her
first year in a classroom.
“It’s definitely a unique situation for

Kaitlyn,” Backaus said in a recent inter-
view. “Everything looks so different.”
The pair spaced desks six feet apart,
removed the soft furniture theywon’t
be able to use this year and prepared

to teach students wearing face masks
and grapplingwith the social and emo-
tional fallout of a global pandemic. The
teachers adopted a flexible approach,
knowing they would need to respond
to the needs of their students and be
ready to adapt at a moment’s notice.
“There is no program that says how

to be a virtual teacher,we are really just
flying by the seat of our pants,” Strangis
said. “I saw it as an opportunity.We can
say kids are missing out and it’s not
the same, but we still have a job and
responsibility to do, and that is tomake
sure kids learn, that they are loved and
cared for and safe in our hands.”
Strangis joinedBackaus’ classroom—

whichwasmoved fromYates to Zoller
Elementary School after the district
closedhalf of its buildings to savemon-
ey— as part of ClassroomAcademy, a
program that places student teachers in
local districts for two-year placements.
Schenectady joined the program last
year andmaintained its student-teacher
placements this year, despite massive
layoffs imposed in September.
The placements extendwell beyond
typical student-teacher placements
and state requirements but aim to de-
velop a newmodel for teacher prepa-
ration, one that gives student-teachers

Student-teacher experience
also bends to pandemic’swill

Even amid pandemic, they’re confident
the business district is the place to be

‘It seems like it
had a very tight-
knit community
of merchants
and I love that.
Everybody kind of
looks out for each
other.’

MOLLY TREMANTE
Owner of Fur Hairdressing

ERICA MILLER/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Anne Brenner, owner of b.inspired, stands in front of one of her displays during
a ribbon-cutting ceremony as she opens her new location at 1671 Union St. in
Schenectady on Thursday. Brenner’s former location was in Scotia. Storied
Coffee has opened a shop in the back of her store.

See caPTUre, page C2

See TeacHerS, page C2

See UPPer, page C3

PETER R. BARBER/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Jon Dragonette photographs Joe Petersen at the corner of Lake Avenue and
Broadway in Saratoga Springs on Saturday.

PETER R. BARBER/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Yates Elementary School teacher Erin Backaus, left, and student teacher Kaitlyn Strangis, right, help first-
grade students with their work on Thursday at Zoller Elementary School.



much more opportunity to
utilize Kaitlyn, and she has
such a larger opportunity to
learn,” Backaus said. “Not
only is Kaitlyn learning from
observing me, I’m actually
learning fromKaitlyn. She is
from a younger generation,
where she does all of these
unique things.”
Strangis said she has

learned this year that things
don’t always go as planned

and that she will have to be
willing to be flexible in the
classroom—when one thing
doesn’t work, try something
different.
“Sometimes our applica-

tions, sometimes they work
and sometimes they don’t
work. Flexibility has been
huge,” Strangis said. “Teach-
ers normally plan everything
and this is something none of
us have planned for. Not only
are the kids learning, but we
are learning too.”
Backaus said the flexibility

Strangis is learning this year
will come in handy through-

out her career.
“If this was her very first

year, shewill be able to adjust
to everything,” Backaus said.

‘PREPARED FOR
ANYTHING’
ConnorKuebler, also a stu-

dent at SUNY Platssburgh,
is in his second year in the
program at Oneida Mid-
dle School. Working with
classroom teacher Richard
DeCarr, Kuebler said his ex-
perience starting last year,
workingwithDeCarr through
an overnight shift to online
learning and then being a part

of the mixed model of both
in-person and remote educa-
tion this year, has given him a
wide-ranging experience as a
student teacher.
“I couldn’t imagine having

to be a teacher with only 12
weeks of student-teaching ex-
perience,” Kuebler said.“I’ve
got experience teaching fully
in-person, teaching full on-
line and now experience in
a hybrid classroom. I feel like
I’m prettymuch prepared for
anything.”
DeCarr said the extended

length ofKuebler’s placement
allows him to becomepart of

the classroomcommunity and
gain a better understandingof
the small things that go into
building a productive learn-
ing environment for students.
Theplacement has also given
DeCarr a chance to reflect on
his own practices.
“I was learning a lot about

my ownpractice by having to
explain it to someone else,”
DeCarr said.
Like Backaus, DeCarr also

said he was grateful to have
an extra teacher in the class-
room this year, enabling that
much more one-one-one
timewith students, especially

since health precautions put
in place this year has limited
the number of students in
class each day.
“It’s six-to-one,” DeCarr

said of the smaller-than-usu-
al class size. “That [stu-
dent-to-teacher] ratio doesn’t
exist anywhere in urban ed-
ucation.”
Kuebler said the students

have adaptedwell to the new
rules and demonstrated a de-
sire for staying in school.
“They are happy to come

here every day, and they don’t
want to jeopardize that,” he
said.

The Schenectady Fire Department &
First Responders are brining you the

HOLIDAY
PARADE

Tuesday, December 15

The parade starts at 6pm from the Schenectady Fire Dept
then continues to all neighborhoods.

Visit paradefinder.com, provided by Transfinder, to track
where the paraade is so you know when it will be in your

neighborhood

Featuring the fire department, police department,
Schenectady county sheriffs department, and

Schenectady DPW along with music and everyone's
favorite: SANTA

The parade route will follow
R on Veeder Ave, Continue on to Millard St, L on

Broadway, R on Campbell, L on Olean St, L on Broadway,
R on Cleveland, L on Guilderland, Continue on to

Broadway, R on Congress, R on Third Ave, L on Cutler,
L on Tenth Ave, L on Crane, R on Main, Continue on to

Craig, L on Strong St, R on Summit Ave, R on Delamont,
Continue on Hamilton St, R on Craig St, L on Duane Ave,
L on Watt St, Continue on to Albany St, R on Kings Rd,
L on McDonald Ave, L on Gifford, Left on State St, R on
Marshall Ave, L on Consaul Ave, R on Oregon Ave, L on
Golf Rd, R on Fehr Ave, Continue onto Ashmore, L on
Eastern Pkwy, R on Wendell Ave, L on Union St, R on

South Church St, R on Front, Continue on to Green St,
L on Erie Blvd, R on Nott St, L on Van Vranken Ave, R
on Wood Ave, R on Lenox Rd, L on Hendrickson, R on

Oakland, L on Cresse, R on Rosa Rd, L on Belmont, R on
McClellan, R on Nott St, L on Lenox Rd, R on Union Ave,

Continue on Union St, L on Nott Terrace

Due to safety and social distancing, the parade will not be stopping
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keeps people apart.
Some of the departures are keen-
ly felt — the Phillips Hardware
store was a significant asset for
the shopping district, he said —
but in some cases, the merchants
who replace thembring something
entirely new toUpperUnion Street.
New since the pandemic hit: Off

TheHookFish Fry (May), FurHair-
dressing (June), Sunny Nutrition
(August) and b.Inspired/Storied
Coffee (November).Mr.Wasabi re-
located to the formerhardware store
in November and Union Bonchon
Chicken&CajunSeafood is still fin-
ishing renovations of its new space.

FUR
Molly Tremante, owner of Fur
Hairdressing, signed the lease
for her space at 1703 Union St. on
March 1, which will be recalled as
possibly the last normal day of this
year inNewYork— the first known
case ofCOVID in the statewas con-
firmedMarch 1.
“I didn’t know, obviously, the se-
verity of what was to come,” she
said.
When Gov. Andrew Cuomo
shut down hair salons and other
non-essential businesses less than
threeweeks later, Tremante briefly
thought about abandoning the proj-
ect. But she’d already begun reno-
vations, and decided to stick it out.
Fur couldn’t open its doors un-
til June 29. In the interim she fin-
ished the overhaul of the space
and connected with other people
in the industry locally so thatwhen
they could open, available space
already was rented to other hair
stylists with a client base, and they
wouldn’t need to rely on walk-ins
when they did open.

About the name: It plays to the
creative and inclusive atmosphere
Tremantewants the studio to have.
Potential clients might be unsure
whether to bring themselves or
their pets, however. “Fur has been
confused for a groomer, which I’m
not upset about,” she said.
After 20 years renting chairs at
salons in Glenville and Troy, and
two years looking in downtown
Schenectady andTroy for the right
space for her own salon, she liked
Upper Union Street.
“It seems like it had a very tight-
knit community of merchants and
I love that,” she said. “Everybody
kind of looks out for each other.”

SUNNY
Chris Deitz opened Sunnys Nu-

trition inAugust. He has long been
involved in organized athletics but
had never had time to research the
options for going into a business
centered on the nutrition hewanted
as an athlete.
As a constructionworker, he got
that time this spring, when many
construction projects were halted.

The result: His new shake shop.
Food establishments face a large
array of regulations in the best of
times, and a longer list during this
public health crisis.
“It’s not easy,” Deitz said. During

the planning process, “you overlook
those kind of things going into it.”
The extra cleaning isn’t a burden,
he said; he and his wife are both
fastidious.
But business is just OK.
“Hopefully everything gets back

to normal soon,” Deitz said. “When
everything opens back up, maybe
more people will be comfortable
walking in.”
The lifelong Schenectady res-
ident had liked the retail district
long before he entered the busi-
ness world in a storefront at 1625
Union St.
“I’m definitely glad we did it.”

B.INSPIRED & STORIED COFFEE
Anne Brenner’s new b.inspired

home furnishings/lifestyle store at
1671 Union St. and Rich and Chris-
tine Sarnacki’s Storied Coffee bar
at the back are second ventures for

both — a relocation out of Scotia
for Brenner and an expansion to a
second location in addition to Sco-
tia for the Sarnackis.
Christine Sarnacki said it took
Storied a few months to recov-
er from the COVID shutdown in
spring, but by summer, they were
ready to think about expansion.
Upper Union, she said, was the
perfect location.
Brenner recalled that after she
had to shut down in March, she
stayed home feeling sorry for her-
self, and baking, and watching TV.
When she couldn’t bear to watch
any more, she set about deciding
how tomove forward. One answer:
advertising and selling her wares
online, then putting them on the
curb for pickup.
“I hate thatword ‘pivot’ now,” she

said. “But for those of us that did it,
I felt therewas a ray of sunshine in
a very dark time.”
As the pandemic eased, she be-

gan to think of her next step, which
would be amove across the river to
a bigger space.
“For me, I guess sometimes you

just have to have hope,” Brenner
said. “Not only for yourself but for
others, to give others a sense that
a better day is coming.”
It wasn’t entirely a leap of faith,
she said: Neither she nor the Sar-
nickiswere starting from scratch—
they both had experience running
their shops and their shops both
had name recognition.
Brenner opened the doors to
her new location Nov. 11, a month
before the official grand opening.
“It was crazy the amount of peo-
ple coming in just with the soft
opening,” she said.
After two decades living in Se-
attle, the concept of a coffee bar
embedded in a non-food retailer
is very familiar to Brenner, and
she thinks it will be a good fit on
Upper Union Street — especially
when the restrictions ease, after the
pandemic, and Sarnicki can expand
the seating.
Look for some changes in the lay-

out at b.inspired and StoriedCoffee
next spring or summer.
“It’ll be a different day, I hope,”
Brenner said.

Upper
Continued from page C1

ERICA MILLER/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

B.inspired opened at 1671 Union St. in Schenectady on Thursday. At right, Storied Coffee in the back of the store. It is the second
coffee location for Rich and Christine Sarnacki.
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