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Discover Upper Union Street
Well-Known Owner
Marks Retirement
After 45 years in the
Clothing Business
We sat down with Mike
Bernstein, longtime owner
of Simon’s Men’s Wear, who
is retiring from the clothing
business.
How long have you been in
the business and how did
you get into the business?
My father and mother
started it and they asked me to come and I’ve
been here for 45 years. They started in 1963. They
started off next to White’s Apothecary. My father
then moved to where AAA is. Then in 1974, we
purchased this building, which was both sides.
Then I subdivided and rented to Quiznos. Then
I ended up renting to a Japanese restaurant,
which has turned over a number of times.

Message from Upper Union Street BID’s
New Executive Director Amanda Mahar

What was it like growing up around a business
like this?
A lot of hard work. The school of hard knocks. I
got out of college, I came here. In those days,
business was a lot easier. It was all one type of
advertising and just selling everything at the
right price.
[continues on Page 2]

I’m a proud Niskayuna alum - born and raised in
Niskayuna - and my husband, Shane, and I are now
raising our two kids, Jack (5) and Emma (3) a whole
1-mile from the house I grew up in. Although I made
a brief getaway to Boston for college, I returned
back home shortly after graduation. I guess I’m a
Capital Region girl at heart.
[continues on Page 3]

Hello Upper Union Street BID members! I am so
happy to be kicking off this New Year in a new
position with the Upper Union Street Business
Improvement District.
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Conversation with Mike
Bernstein, longtime owner
of Simon’s Men’s Wear
[Continued from Page 1] There wasn’t that much
choice, it was just a few name brands and you carried
those brands. The fight was to see who could sell
them for less, and as much as you could sell. But it’s
completely changed now. There isn’t a men’s store in
Schenectady County who has survived me. The last
one who just went out was Men’s Wearhouse. I can’t
say that I haven’t had competition over the years.
There was one time they were standing outside
my from door from Casual Male and they had guys
walking in front of my store handing out flyers saying
‘don’t come here come to my store.’ But I outlasted
them all. I didn’t just outlast them, I beat them.
Between the store and my mom just passing away,
it is bittersweet. I’m not unhappy that I’m closing.
I’m not closing because I have to, I’m closing
becasue I want to. It’s a good place to be. I feel
like I did a good job over the years in the clothing

business. I always attend national shows, so I’m
known throughout the country for being such a
small store, but there’s a group of small stores that
have gone to national shows forever. I think that’s
what’s helped keep me in business all these years.
Really being on the forefront of new things.
What are you going to miss most?
I like the clothing business. I really had a good
group of customers that were loyal for many many
years who I can thank. I’ll miss going to the shows
and seeing the guys throughout the country. We
bonded over the years.
Any parting words for your customers, neighbors,
and the community?
Thank you.
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From the Archives

From the Schenectady Gazette | March 10, 1962
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Message from Incoming
Executive Director
Amanda Mahar
[Continued from Page 1] I have fond
memories of growing up eating
Homestyle Pizza on Friday nights,
watching my brother pass his belt
tests at Pai’s Taekwondo, heading to
Gershon’s or McDonald’s for lunch
during high school, trying on wedding
gowns and bridesmaid dresses at
Ferri Formals, having my favorite
heels brought back to life at Michaels,
getting my wedding dress cleaned
at Hart’s. I’ve now shopped and
consigned my kids clothes at Trendy
Tots, shopped for special occasion gifts
at Northeastern Fine Jewelry and can
always count on Marianne’s Tailoring to
get my alterations just right.
The Upper Union Street corridor has
always been a part of my life and I’ve
felt invested in the street’s success
and progress for decades. It will be
more than just a professional goal to
help our Union Street community - as
I feel a personal attachment to seeing
this street thrive.

Mr. Wasabi Moving
As noted in the interview with owner Mike Bernstein, Simon’s
Men’s Wear will be closing its doors upon his retirement.
The business has been part of the Upper Union Street
neighborhood since 1963.
In addition, Mr. Wasabi, which is located next to Simon’s at 1671
Union Street, will be moving to a new location in the former
Phillips Hardware building at 1729 Union Street. Additional
space in that building is available for lease.

My job experience has ranged from
public relations and marketing to
special events and real estate project
management and I’m eager to bring
that combination of experience to
the Upper Union Street BID.
I look forward to meeting (or
reacquainting) with each of you in my
new position and I’m grateful to have
a formal opportunity to support the
community I’ve been a part of all my life.
Call Amanda at 518-265-5821 or email:
amanda@upperunionstreet.com.
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2019 Holiday Tree Lighting
Thanks to everyone who came out to the 2019 Upper
Union Street Holiday Tree Lighting — and especially to
the Brown School Choir for their beautiful music.
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New York State Awards Schenectady $10 Million
In November, Governor
Andrew
M.
Cuomo
announced that Schenectady
will receive $10 million in
funding as the Capital Region
winner of the fourth round of
the Downtown Revitalization
Initiative (DRI). As in the first
three rounds of the DRI,
one municipality from each
of the state’s 10 regional
economic
development
regions is selected as a
$10 million winner, marking
another overall state goal
to target $100 million in
funding and investments to
help communities boost their
economies by transforming
downtowns
into
vibrant
neighborhoods where the
next generation of New
Yorkers will want to live, work
and raise a family.

“This funding will help
Schenectady further enhance
its vibrant downtown and
transform
the
Mohawk
Harbor into a top regional
destination
with
unique
waterfront amenities that
will benefit residents and
visitors,” Governor Cuomo
said. “The Harbor will be
more walkable and better
connected to the rest of the
city, while key developments
will fuel economic growth for
the local community and the
surrounding region. This is
only the latest example of how
the DRI Initiative has fueled the
resurgence of Capital Region
communities, allowing them
to unleash their full potential.”
Schenectady’s DRI win entitles
the city to receive $10 million in

state funding and investments
to revitalize its downtown
neighborhoods and generate
new opportunities for longterm growth. Schenectady
now joins the Cities of Glens
Falls, Hudson and Albany’s
Clinton Square neighborhood,
which were the Capital
Region’s winners in the first
three DRI rounds, respectively.
The city has already began
developing
a
Strategic
Investment Plan to revitalize its
downtown with up to $300,000
in planning funds from the
$10 million DRI grant. A Local
Planning Committee made up
of municipal representatives,
community leaders, and other
stakeholders is leading the
effort, supported by a team
of private sector experts

and state planners. The
Strategic Investment Plan
for downtown Schenectady
will examine local assets and
opportunities and identify
economic
development,
transportation, housing, and
community projects that
align with the community’s
vision
for
downtown
revitalization and that are
poised for implementation.
The downtown Schenectady
Strategic Investment Plan will
guide the investment of DRI
grant funds in revitalization
projects that will advance
the
community’s
vision
for its downtown and that
can leverage and expand
upon the state’s $10 million
investment. Plans for the DRI’s
fourth round will be complete
in 2020.
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Upcoming Events
The Woodland Period
in Eastern NY w/ State
Archaeologist
Feb. 15, 2020, 2 p.m.,
Mabee Farm Historic Site
NYS Archaeologist
Christina Rieth will discuss
New York ’s Woodland
Period (c. 1000 BC - 1500
AD), its archaeology, and
an ongoing excavation
at the Pethick Site in
Schoharie. Admission is
$5 or free for Schenectady
County Historical Society
members.
Discover Schenectady
Hotel Week
Feb. 16-21, 2020
With special rates and tons
of activities, we’ve got the
key to getting out of the
house and beating the
winter blues. Learn more at
schenectadyhotelweek.com
Fiddler on the Roof
Feb. 18-23, 2020
Proctors
Tony®-winning director
Bartlett Sher and the team
behind South Pacific, The
King and I and 2017 Tonywinning Best Play Oslo,
bring a fresh and authentic
vision to this beloved
theatrical masterpiece from
Tony winner Joseph Stein

and Pulitzer Prize winner
Jerry Bock and Sheldon
Harnick. The original
production won ten Tony
Awards, including a special
Tony for becoming the
longest-running Broadway
musical of all time. You’ll be
there when the sun rises on
this new production, with
stunning movement and
dance from acclaimed Israeli
choreographer Hofesh
Shechter, based on the
original staging by Jerome
Robbins. A wonderful cast
and a lavish orchestra tell
this heartwarming story
of fathers and daughters,
husbands and wives, and
the timeless traditions that
define faith and family.
Featuring the Broadway
classics “Tradition,” “If I
Were a Rich Man,” “Sunrise,
Sunset,” “Matchmaker,
Matchmaker” and “To Life,”
Fiddler on the Roof will
introduce a new generation
to this uplifting celebration
that raises its cup to joy! To
love! To life! For tickets, visit:
www.proctors.org.
The Glass Menagerie
presented by NorthEast
Theatre Ensemble
Brouwer House Creative
Feb. 28-March 1, March 6-8

Friday and Saturday
evenings at 7:30 p.m.,
Sunday matinees at 3 p.m.
The Brouwer House, 14 N.
Church St., Schenectady
Tickets: $20 General
Admission.
2020 Schenectady
Restaurant Week
March 2-8, 2020 Enjoy
multi-course meals at
participating Schenectady
restaurants for the special
price of $25! Presented by:
Downtown Schenectady
Improvement Corporation,
Capital Region Chamber
and Discover Schenectady.
To view menus, visit:
downtownschenectady.org
Edison, Westinghouse, &
Schenectady with George
Wise
March 14, 2020, 2 p.m.
Schenectady County
Historical Society
Thomas Edison and
George Westinghouse
were two of the greatest
inventor- entrepreneurs
in world history. This talk
will try to clarify both
their contributions and
conflict, with focus on how
those two aspects came
together in Schenectady
in the eventful year 1886.

Admission is $5 or free for
SCHS members.
12th Annual Capital
Region Wine Festival
March 21, 2020
Sample a wide variety of
exceptional red, white
and sparkling wines,
along with restaurant food
samples, enjoy vendors,
participate in a live auction,
and more. Wine Tasting
and Sampling begins at 1
p.m. Live Auction beings
promptly at 4 p.m. on the
Harry Apkarian Stage, all
are welcome. Must be 21
years or older to attend.
For more information and
vendor inquiries, call (518)
382-3884, ext. 187 or visit
www.proctors.org.

Your Listing Here
Place your business event
listing in future newsletters
like this one.
To place a listing, email:
chris@upperunionstreet.com

Social Media Posts from the BID

@timsnykitchen

@glasby360

@s.marchitto

@ferriformalsbridals

Upper Union Street BID Executive Board
Chair: Chris DiCocco, DiCocco & Associates
Vice Chair: Shane Mahar, City Squire
Secretary: Jonie Civill, Neighborhood Representative
Treasurer: Toni Nelson, Gershon’s
Upper Union Street BID Board Members
Sue Hartz, Hartz Family Cleaners
Peter Musler, Musler’s Fine Women’s Wear
Dennis Connelly, Trustco Bank
Marie DeBrocky, Head to Tail
JoAnn Mingo, Flowers by JoAnn
Executive Director: Amanda Mahar
Contact the board: board@upperunionstreet.com

1598 Union Street, Schenectady, NY 12309
Phone: 518-608-0182
Website: www.upperunionstreet.com
Email: contact@upperunionstreet.com
Facebook: @UpperUnion
Instagram: @UpperUnionStreet

